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EDITORIAL. 


Your magazine is appearing this year just about 
half way through the skieing season, the season which, at 
one time, was largely devoted to snow and ice climbing. _ 
In those days the Club bus was not the institution it is 
today but, although members were more widely scattered at 
week-ends, the feeling of oneness was strong and vital. 
It is felt by some that we are no longer the happy Club 
we were in those days, but a collection of small groups, 
bound not by club-spirit, but by the convenience of 
organised transport, They also feel that, by having a 
regular week-end run, wo have lost contact with the 
constant stream of young people essential to the life of 
tho Club - those young mon and women who frequent local 
centros and cither can not afford the relatively exponsive 
journeys of our bus, or are intimidated by the thought of 
being alone and inexperienced in a large circle, 


You may or may not agroo that this is a correct 
picture of the position, but these two problems remains 
How can wo augment the supply of new members and how can 
wo refresh tho jaded Club spirit? Think it ovort 


From these controversial questions, we turn now 
to the pleasant task of thanking all those who have 
contributed to this Journaleses tho members who have 8 
forward with their oxcellent: articles,.,..Nancy Sinclair 
for tho design and George Fraser for the printing of the 
very fine cover, 


E., McDOUGALL ) Joint 
MAE DUNCAN 2:8170 3ے‎ 
سے مہ ی ی سیم و مت‎ 


۶ Hon. President + 





Je Harvey. 


Hon. Socrotary:- Clubrooms:= 
Goorge Fraser, 41 Elmbank Street, 
480 Rutherglen Road, Glasgow, Cele 


Glasgow, ۰ 


THE COLUMBIA ICEFIELD Í 


The Columbia Icofield is in Jasper National Park between 
Banff and Jasper and consists of about 110 square miles of ico 
including the Saskatchewan, Athabaska and Columbia glaciers, tho 
first of which drains to the North Saskatchewan River and the last 
two forming the sources of the Athabaska Rivor, It was near the 
foot of the Athabaska glacier that I joined forces with Ed and 
Paul, two American mountaineers from Tacoma, which is not far 
from Seattle and Mt, Rainier, 


On July 5th, we climbed up the glacier which is about six 
miles long and made a ski ascent of Snow Dome, 11,540 foot; an 
easy mountain but an important one, as it is the hydrographic 
apex of a tri-oceanic watershed, On the descent, as there were 
hidden crevasses to be watched near the head of the glacier, we 
skied roped together, my first experience of this, The method 
adopted is to traverse the slope at an angle, each at a different 
Level and to make a turn, usually a slow one like a اه تاو‎ 
christiana, on a signal from the lowest person on the rope, This 
ensures that only one person is likely to break through into a 
7 0 ۰ 


The following dey we started to back-pack a four-day camp 
on to the ice-ficld, We had not long started up the glacier 
when a thunderstorm which had been threatening broke on US. 

All we could do was to shelter under a cape until the first fury 
of the storm had passed and then wo hoaded for an old hut which 
was perched on a ridge of Mt, Athabaska, reaching it just as the 
storm broke out again, We spent that night and the following 
day storm-bound and, during lulls, made such repairs to the hut 
as we could, There were signs that the hut had been used at 
times by our mountein troops during their war-time training 
activities hereabouts, 


An early start - 6 a.m, on the morning of Sth July, saw 
us make camp on the levol iceficld below Snow Dome about 9 Oem, 
Leaving camp, we proceeded, roped, across the iceficld to Mt. 
Columbia, 12,294 feet, one of the four highest peaks in tho 
Canadian Rockies, This took us a considerable timo as our camp 
was probably cight miles from the base of tho mountain, After 
lunch there, we started our attempt on the mountain and chose 
the East (snow) face, As wo ascended this on ski, snow 
conditions bocame steadily worse until the situation was becoming 
positively dangerous and wo folt that the slope would avalanche 
at any moment, Deciding that discrotion was the better part of 
valour, wo removed our skis gingerly and doscended on foot until 
wo reached a safcr position, whereupon we put on skis again and 
traversed across the South-East faco of the mountain above a 
bergschrund which stretched almost all the way across the faco, 


Wo reached the South (partly rock) ridge, and romoving 
skis again, started to climb snow slopes to the rock ridge, until 
a steep rock buttress forced us to the snow face again, and this 
oo to be in as dangerous a condition as the East slopes. 

T 


2 The Columbia Iceficld (cont.) 


I had led tho rope on this ridgo until now, but I was finding it 
so difficult in my ski-boots to overcome the rotten rock that had 
to be climbed in order to gain access to the rock ridge proper, ~ 
that I relinquished the lead to Ed who was wearing nailed boots, 
After some 150 feet of severe rock climbing with no belays, we 
found ourselves strung out with Ed precariously hanging to the 
rock face, myself jammed in a little niche and Paul on a stecp 
snow slope, the rope taut between us and no belay! 1 could not 
move up. the difficult rock without endangering the others and, ۱ 
in any case, I would have had to bring up Paul, which was 
virtually impossible, 7 ۱ 


All that could be done was for Ed to cast off nis end or. 
the rope and climb unroped to the crest of the ridge from where he 
descended the snow, I had also to descend from my perch, and 
when all three of us were together again, we decided to give up 
our attempt, as it was now about 5.50 مم‎ and wo had yet to 
return to our camp. ۱ ۱ 


This proved to be a bit of a nightmare to me, as I was 
still out of condition and the snow had acquired a crust which 
made any kind of turn impossible without breaking through the 
crust and taking a vory nasty fall. However, we made it back in 
about three hours and, after a good meal, I slept soundly, not- 
withstanding the inadequacy of my old sleeping bag for altitudes 
of about 7,000 feet, This bag of mine has lost still more of 
its foathers since leaving Scotland} ۱ 


The following day North Twin, 12,085 feet, another of the 
four highest in the Canadian Rockies, was our objective. This 
proved, as with Snow Dome, a straightforward ski ascent by the 
South-East slopes, but the same crusty snow conditions were 
encountered on the way back, As this mountain was about the 0 
distance from camp as Mt. Columbia, it was another long day. 


۱ Next morning we broke up camp and skied about four miles 
over the icofield to the head of the Saskatchewan glacier, where 
Mt. Athabaska on one side and Mb, Castleguard on the other stand 
guard. Still on skis, we clinbed up the East shoulder of 
Castleguard, 10,026 feet. contouring South in order to gain 

height by the least effort. We reached within 400 feet of the 
summit when suddenly there was a sharp crack and about 20 or SO 
feet above us the snow split and the slope beneath us started to 
slide, Paul, who was leading, skied forward and out of the Line 
of the slide but Ed and I who were in direct line, turned our 
skis downhill in order to outrun or ride out the slide, IT had 
rope twined around my skis for climbing purposes, as I had no 
skins, but despite this, the slope was steep enough to enable me 
to schuss downhill, The slide, however, stopped after some 40 
feet, and although we explored another route, this was considered 
by us to bo as likely to slide as the original. Reluctantly we 
returned to the head of the glacier and saying good-bye to four 
of the greatest days that I've been privileged to spend amongst 
the high mountains, we skied as far down it as we could until 
pare ice forced us to complete the descent on foot, — 


JOE HUTTON. 


NEW YEAR =  STAOINEAG 2 


The late appearance of the Journal makes it possible to 
record some at least of the Club's activities over the New Year, 
About twenty members and friends spent an enjoyable few days at 
Staoineag near Lochtrieghead, a venue new to many of the partye 


Arriving at Corrour on the Tuesday night, a stop was made 
at the first suitable bothy, where a comfortable night was spent 
in ما ہت‎ OE a- roaring tie. Next morning a blizzard seemed to 
pode well for tho woek-ond but by evening a stcady downpour had 
washed the snow away. 


۱ By easy stages the 0 was roached and, apart from two 
broken windows, found to be in good condition, As the shepherd 
pointed out, the water supply was out of action, but as water. 
did not loom too largoly in our calculations, wo did not worry 
unduly. With the bost beds booked and a stock of firewood laid 
in, we turned in early, with tho intention of moot ing the morning 
train. 1 | 


' Por once the lattor was on timo so wo mot the party 0 
straggling along the line bowed under the usual mountainous packs, 
but with some assistance overybody reached the doss in good 0 و‎ 


Thereafter, time was spent decorating the mantlopicce, a 
worthy task indecd, and in taking the necessary food to sustain 
the body during the night's exertions, 


Prompt to the minute at eight o'clock Johnny Hutton, who 
presided over the festive board, sot the ball rolling and it must 
be recorded to his credit that, oven under tho most trying 
circumstances, he always managed to deliver the goods, 


The member recently returned fron Germany was in good forme 
Indeed, he seems to have made good use of his time while there. 
Foats of daring and strongth were the order, and it says much for 
tho restraint of the participants that only a few bruises wore 
roported, ۱ 


A divorsion was caused by the report that the Treasurer was 
in the river - a gross exaggeretion - he merely having felt the 
need.for air, The orrant official safely deposited in his 
sleeping bag, the New Yoar was ushered in and hostilities 
continucd until around three aem., when the best turn of the night 
was performed without an audienco and two characters slept it out 
on the broken glass, ۱ 


The following night, the accent was more on the musical 
sido and a trio of more or less accomplished musicians favoured the 
COMPANY e In the absence of a conductor the time was a bit ragged 
and one of the instruments which should have been on the down- 
beat hit the head of a performer on the up-beat. The damage was 
only slight and did not in the least damp the fun, Hereabouts we 
had a demonstration of the Japanese leg-lock,. Probably, like 
many Eastern arts, it takes a trained mind to appreciate it and 
tho company was not duly impressed, 

In the intervals of daylight, ski-ing wes indulgod in on 
oxcollent snow, reminiscent of Easter and if no "Munros" were 
climbed before breakfast, at least sufficient were visited to 
salve our consciences. S, DRYSDALE 


THE CLUB ROOMS 


Basements are, in the main, mysterious, romantic places, 
Of course, I do not mean unlived-in basements where ancient 


‘lumber rots, forgotten by the world above, nor yet the dank, 


musty vaults packed with official records. and rich men's 


mouldering wealth, Close your eyes for a moment and let. your 


memory wander round some of the more interesting below-street- 
level places, Picture a dimly-lit Paris night club with its 
smoke-laden, jazz-pulsating atmosphere; glasses of iced lager 
or delicious wine profusely scattered around small tables in a 
brightly painted restaurant in almost any town on the Continents; 


9 


and, travelling homewards, come in imagination by way of the 
Carlton Grill, Madame Tussaud's Chamber of Horrors, the Rogano 


Restaurant and Lewis's, to the King of all Basements, Where 
6lse could that be but in Hlmbank Stroeot, what clse but the 
luxurious suite rented by tho Lomond Mountaineering Club, 


To give it atmosphcre this basement needs no heavy=cyed, 
dark-skinncd trumpeter nor empty bottle holding guttering 
candle, Empty bottles there usually are, and in plenty, but 
tho rooms arc bright with electricity and candles are safely 
preserved for sctting fire to tents at weekends, The 
atmosphere is much more difficult to dofino, varying as it 
does from that peculiar cerie chill known only to those who 


arrive first and unlock the door, to the warm, friendly air of 


a Reunion or a Smoker, And what words can describe adequatoly 
the sweet heady porfume of ski wax, more beloved by the Lomond 
Ladies than Chanel No,.o. 


There is very Little one can say about the rooms them- 
solves (wo can safoly leave that to Willie Russell). They 
are woll known to the majority of readers of this Journal and 
empty, thoy mean little, Lacking the presence of members they 
are morely a store for skis and odds and ends of gear, ` It is, 
aftor all, tho Club and not tho Rooms that really matters 


On Friday oveonings, the rooms come into their own, It 
is thon that wookend and holiday plans are discussod and tablo 
tonnis matchos aro fast and furious. So, if you would like to 
moot us and do not know tho way, just follow these dircctions, 
Approaching from Sauchiehall Strect, turn right immediately 
after the King's Thoatre, take a deep breath and squeeze past a 
car parkod cross-wise within a couple of inches of the gateway, 
peor down into inky blackness, trip over the top stop, and you 
have arrived = head first = at the Club Rooms, After that, 

Lb is UD tO Yous 


NM. DUNCAN. 


BUT STOP...» Can any reforence to the Rooms bo complete without 
mention of tho truly magnificent door fixed to a 
cupboard by two of our adaptable members? 


[~3 


THE SONNENSPITZE IN A THUNDERSTORM 


- The fine weather showed no signs of breaking as we left 
Ehrwald in the morning and toiled up the Hohen Gang to the 
Coburger Hutte, It was hot - very hot = but them it had been 
that way for days. ۱ 


While wo sat in the hut scoffing cup after cup of toa, a 
few wisps of clouds appeared, but there was still no evidence of 
a break in the weather, Consequently, we set off at 1 o'clock 
to do the traverse of the Sonnonspitze, a fine rocky, 8240 foot 
peak that is sometimes called "The Matterhorn of the Tirol", 

Wo had just reached the rocks when ٥ heard an ominous rumble of 
thunder and noticed that great black clouds had unobtrusively 
made their appearances Still, they soemed far enough away and 
we continucd upwards over the iron staples and wire hand-rails 
that do so much towards making the climb difficult. 


It was only when wo wore attacking the last fow hundred 
foot that wo realised that we wore the contre of great masses of 
thunder clouds, A few warning flashes of lightning made us 
uncomfortably aware of our position. 


We toyed with the idea of retracing our steps but neither 
of us relishod tho thought of the iron rings and wire rope with 
Lightning around us. Wo therefore hurried on towards the summit 
As we reached it tho storm broke upon us, and we were unhappily 
aware that tho Sonnenspitze had been the goal of the converging 
clouds. Tho air was charged with electricity and seemed to 
affect both of us in several ways. We complained of a singing 
noiso in our cars and we felt unsteady and uncertain on our fect. 
Tho latter, of course, may have been duc to tiredness, plain 
nervos., or perhaps a combination of both. 


The most noticoable foaturo and that which made mo most 
anxious to be elsewhore, was the effect of the electricity on 
Flo's hair, All tho loose onds were sticking straight out from 
her head, Flo herself was not conscious of anything more than 
a tingling sensation in hor scalp but as I drew my hand across 
the ends of her heir, I received a series of tiny electric shocks 


Howover, as my mind was alroady recalling soevoral ۱ 
unpleasant disasters on tho mountains, 1 felt no desire to carry 
out furthor experiments and wo started the descent with as much 
specd as safety would allow, Although I was sure I knew the 
route, wo still managed to got oursolves wandered and had to > 
mako a Loose traverse across the face to rogain the route, At 
such times, normal difficulties scom to take on fiendish 
proportions and it was with some ۲01101 we gained the lower and 
oasier slopes, All the while I hed been casting furtive glances 
at Flo's hair, and I felt oasior in mind when 1 saw it had 
rosumed its normal appoaranctd.s 


Tho walk back to Ehrwald was accomplished in a steady 
downpour but the lightning now 0 comfortably distant and 
was, in fact, rather ploasant to wat ch. 


H.W. GRANT. 


ONE FOR THE BOOK 


The last thing I had in mind on arriving in Glen Brittle 
was Waterpipe Gully, yet that very night around the fire on the 
foreshore it was the chief subject of discussion. Andy and Bill 
both thought it a 'must!, despito my reminder of the accident 
there the previous year, Howevor, with three to one, the third 
being Ian who had arrived later, I reluctantly gave in and plans 
wore made for the next day, 


I will not say tho next day dawned, for in truth I had 
hardly pullcd my bag over mo when I felt somebody yanking my feet 
and Andy's voice saying I had better get a move on or we would 
miss tho bus. Thon followed the usual last-minute rush of 
breakfast, ‘grub for the hill', ropes, slings, otc., and so, with 
the romains of broakfast still in our mouths, wo wore all aboard, 


It was a dull, ovorcast morning when we alighted at the 
spot where the Mhaim Pass moots the Glen Brittle road, so each 
kept his own thoughts much to himself as we plodded over the moor 
towards the hill, As we came in sight of it I was, as always, 
conscious of my own insignificance in ‘such surroundings. Except 
for a little mist at the top, the gully stood out invitingly. 
Possibly overy climber who visits Glen Brittle knows the 
compelling attraction of that terrific gash which splits Sgurr 
an Foadaidh for 1,500 fect, 


۱ We ropod up in pairs, Andy and Bill taking the lead, lan 
and I following, and stepping into the gully, were confronted by 
a small pitch of twenty fect, Before this wo had been 
congratulating ourselves on the previous five weeks of dry 
weather, but this first pitch was wet = disgustingly so = and 
the next one was where the 'rot! set in, A hundred foot wall 
with a profusion of holds, all of which came out, found Andy half 
way up, and this itself a feat, But there he stayed for some 
time until finally, doing the wisest thing, he traversed up and 
over on to tho right-hand wall, I will not detail all the 
pitches, for there was really only one more I can remember that 
was worthy of the name; the rest consisted of endless scrambling 
on vory loose rock and scree, until about two-thirds of the way 
up, when the gully split in two. 


Andy and Bill, ahead of us, chose the left fork and were 
haltcd almost immediately by a completely rotten stone-chutc, SO, 
on their advice, Ian and I went right. More scrambling, then a 
twenty foot moss-coverod wall with broad ledges, and finally the 
heartbreaking ascent of a throe-hundred foot long scree slope 
lying at a forty-five degree angle brought us to the foot of 
what, according to the guide book, was the crux, 


When Andy and Bill arrived, we ate somo dates, had a smoke, 
then looked upe The pitch was ninety fect vertical, finishing 
in a nasty-Looking bulgo, Tan took the lead and, paying out 
the ropo I was able to watch him putting up one of the best 
leads I have 869+ Moving with care and cleaning out what 
seemed like tons of rock, dirt and moss, he was finally straddled 
betwoon / 


{Oo 
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between the wall andthe bulge, One more move found him out on 
the nose in an extremoly airy position, troating us to a very 
admirable flow of ‘basic! English, then in an instant he was up. 
I followed, finding it very hard climbing all the way, and on 
stopping on to the bulge, I was grateful for tho rope in spite 
of seeing Ian gloat over my panic, I joined him and waited to do 
the same for Andy, but he came racing up without a pause, 
confirming my belief that these lads are tops. ۱ 


A large chockstone, easily surmounted by contortions on 
tho left wall, and it was all over but for a long scree slope 
which gave way to jumbled summit rocks. ۱ 


I remember thinking, es in silence we threw ourselves 
down on the grass to rogain breath, that although nothing 
would porsuade me to do it again, the "Waterpipe" had certainly 

poor ORO for the Book!, ۱ 


J. ALLISON, 


THE BUREAUCRAT AND THE MOUNTAINEER. 


There is a gulf betweon and the bureaucrat and the 
mountainoor which regulation and organisation only increase, 
The mountaineer, having had the desire to seek, and having found 
in the mountains the freedom which he finds necessary to balance 
‘his life, is being pursued by the bureaucrat with the organisation 
and regulation from which he had hoped to escapee Some are 
"woll-intent tioned" amateurs, some are professionals, who for 
wages would be prepared to regulato anything from the love Life 
of the whelk to the number of skiers per acre on Cairngorm at 
Easter, The lattor gentry would soem the more dangerous; they 
do not appear to have any idea as to what actuates tho 
mounta line Gr o They have the power of government behind them and 
they soem to rogard the mountaineer as a foreign body in their 
plans, who must bo regulated, isolated, and rendered harmless, 
These people work in London and Edinburgh and the free winds of 
the hills never blow in their offices, 


Tho Forestry Commission can be taken as an oxample of a 
‘body doing useful work with a one-track mind, The’ mountaineer 
did not object when they planted trees round the foot of © 
mountains and obstructed access, The rub came when the 
Commission acquired vast tracts of mountain country on which they 
could only plant up to about 800 feet. To help justify the 
taxpayors! grant they declared these areas National Forest Parks 
for the use of the people, They then set about organising these 
areas of hitherto free movement into developed and regulated 
areas with a set of rules as long as one's arm, There are to 

be dofinite walking paths, specified camping fields (with 
facilities) at a shilling per night, no camp fires, and no casual 
camping/\ ۱ ۱ 


LO The Bureaucrat and the Mountaineer (cont) 


camping, even on 4,000 feet mountains, The Forest Parks do not 
exist for the convenience of the user, but the user to justify 
the Forest Park, 


The National Parks Committees being set up by Act of 
Parliament is another such body, Vast areas of the best 
climbing territory are to be taken over and developed, Develop-= 
ment means walkers! paths, hotels, restaurants, tea-rooms, 
recreation facilities, and defined camp sites (also with facil- 
ities). The climber will roquire permission to camp, probably 
at 0 Shilling “per night, The mountaineer was bettor off under 
the landlords} ۱ 


The Scottish Tourist Board is a particularly pernicious 
organisation. it is their self-elocted duty to soe that as 
many pooplo as possiblo are brought to the National and Forest 
Parks = tourists! 


The Central Council of Physical Rocreation is a Government 
subsidised parasite on climbing. It is an organisation of wolls 
paid administrators who arc cxploiting tho love of young pooplo 
for the mountains and of the anxiety of the mountaineers to 
teach their craft as unpaid instructors, 


The Hydro Electricity Board has, so far,not affected the 
mountaineer, and no doubt the mess thoy are making will be cleared 
ups 


Among the "good intentioned" could be Listed the British 
Mountaineering Council and the Youth Hostels Association, 


The British Mountaineering Council started off after the 
war with the grandiose scheme of organising and protecting all 
British mountaincers, ۵0 far they have spent the last four 
years telking and spending all the subscription monies on endless 
and verbos6 circulars, They have accomplished nothing. 


The Youth Hostels Association has degenerated from the 
ideal of tho carly 1930's into an organisation intent on quantity 
not quality, and from substitute howffs, to lodging houses, and 
tonth-rato boarding houses in Manor Houses and Castles, 


EROS 15 HO Jooh that many, if not all, of these 
organisations aro good intentioned, but there is also no doubt 
cnet if they will not leave the mount ainoer to his mountains, 
then they should take heed of his requirements, and make use of 
his expert knowledge and guidance, ۱ 


e 


P., McGEOOH, 


WINTER SPORTS HOLIDAY o ib 


With winter once again here our. thoughts are turning more 
and more to the winter sports holiday we spent in Ehrwald last 
February and March, And what memories we’ cherish of brilliant 
sunshine and gleaming, endless snow; of the thrill of wearing 
skis. every possible minute of every day; . of the friendly guides 
and their patient instruction; of children ski-ing to and from 
school; of the tiniest tots, including Colin, trailing sledges 
up the slopes; and of the Sundays when the whole village would 
turn out on skis for the sheer joy of. the sport and, I suspect, 
to impress the visitors with their superior skill, 


Looking back on our holiday, and with a still vivid 
recollection of a subsequent weekend of staggering up from Ba 
Cottage Ladon with skis, I think the biggest advantage of ski-ing 
at a resort such as Ehrwald lies in the many facilities for easy 
uphill transportation. ۱ 


۱ These mechanical aids range in ingenuity from the cable 
car to the summit of the Zugspitze down to a primitive toboggan 
on the Schnoeferner of the same mountain, This toboggan, 
incidentally, I found a most foarsome thing. It hurtles empty 
down a steep, icy slope from the summit hotel and slowly hauls 
up four passengers sitting with backs to the slope at a fantastic 
angle. From the front seat one stares out into space and, after 
tho first journey, I always travelled in the back seat, doriving 
great comfort from the sight of another body in front, 


My first acquaintance with a ski-lift, and the one we 
used most frequently, was in Ehrwald itself, Strictly speaking, 
I suppose it's not really a lift for one is, in fact, merely 
drawn up the slope by means of invertod wooden "T"-bars attached 
to an endless overhead cable, Briefly, the technique goes 
somcthing like this, Aftor shuffling along in the queue (and 
have you over triod queueing on skis?) until the pair in front 
start up the slope, you nip smartly into position with whichover 
partner you happen to be with, An old.fcllow catches the bar 
as it omerges from the powor-house and places it somewhere at the 
base of your spino. There is a tense moment and thon the first 
jork as the cable takes up the slack, A few more jerks and, if 
you are still on the bar, you are being drawn gently up the 
Slope. Tempting though it is, the bar should not be sat upon 
unless you enjoy going up the slope on your back, hooked to the 
bar by your knees, 


This technique was explained to me in great detail by 
Harry who, I may say, had made an ignominious initial acquaintance 
with the contraption. As I nervously waited in correct starting 
position, Harry took my sticks from me so that I could concentrate 
entirely on keeping on the lift. Whon the bar came along wo 
both tried to keep it at the small of the back with myself 
clutching like mad, And this is whero I discovered something 
for myself = that the unitiated should try to pick someone his 
own size with whom to share a bar, Our back levels just didn't 
ASTCCs 

When / 


Wintor Sports Holiday (conte) 


When the first jerk came I was so tense that I was flung 
forward but, hanging grimly on, I managed to right myself with 
the second jork, Relieved at surviving tho jolts, I went 
floating up the slope for a full minute before I roalised that 
Harry was no Longer sharing the placo beside mo, Dismissing him 
with the thought "tho silly Soeard-so's fallen off" I cont inuod 
serenely enjoying the sensation of effortless uphill motion. 
The serenity lasted until I neared the top of the slope when I 
was rudely shaken by noticos in four languages saying "Prepare 
to alight" followed closoly by "Alight here’, The troublo was 
thet none of the four languages told one "How", nor had Harry's 
instruction got this far] 


With the powcr house looming nearer and with visions of 
myself going through it and coming sailing down the slope again, 
I decided the easiost thing to do was just to flop ungracefully 
off, This I did, following it with a quick roll-over off the 
track to avoid tho endless Line of approaching. skis, From hero 
I critically studied tho various techniques in alighting until 
Harry approached with both pairs of sticks, With the skill 
acquired from two previous ascents, ho neatly turned his skis off 
the track and joined me, I then discoverod that ho had thought 
I had fallen off for good at the beginning and dropped his end 
of the bar to re-join me for a fresh start. 


I quickly got the hang of this lift, and before the day was 
over I was sharing a bar with strangers, cven managing to make 
polite conversation en route and almost sneoring at tho huddled 


figuros of those who had fallen by the wayside, 


I could go on describing ski-lifts indefinitely. I think 
they are wonderful. The really long runs, such as that from the 
summit of tho Zugspitze, are made possible in one day's outing 
simply because there is a cable-car to tho summit, 


This run from the summit of tho Zugspitze to Ehrwald, 
entailing twolvo miles of ski-ing, was tho highlight of Harry's 
holiday. I was vory envious of this performance and whon ho 
ropoatod it a couplo of days later I was convinced it was merely 
to establish his superiority. ۱ 


The best I could boast of was the run from tho summit of 
tho Kreuzeck to Garmisch, a distance of about fivo milos, The 
Kreuzeck, one of tho smaller peaks above Garmisch, has several 
woll-known ski runs of varying standards, among them being the 
Olympic Run for the 1956 Games, Neodloss to say, I didn't 
attempt that although Harry did the "Truman" run which is next 
in standard of sevority. While he was doing this my guido 
suddenly decided that we would also do the run to Garmisch. but 
by the Kocholberg, a much oaSier route, 


We wont along for a while without incident down the narrow 
winding path through the trees until tho afternoon downward | 
traffic - and the fun = began, With warning yells of "Achtung" 


` tho mad flights of German skiers bore down on us, whizzing past us 


on on incrodibly small margin of 0 و‎ I soon found, on boing 
bye-passed, that tho safest thing to do was to stop and press 
nyself/ 


Winter Sports Holiday (cont. ( | ۱ سر‎ 


myself against the inside slope to give them as much space as 
possible, I just didn't Like the look of the steep fall on the 
outside, | ۱ 


۱ Half-way down we suddenly came to a clearing, a very steep, 
icy slope, demoralising in itself but devastatingly so because of 
the prominently signed Red Cross hut at the foot. I have never 
seen a more strategically placed first-aid post, The doors were 
wide open, simply inviting custom and they got plenty} 


l I cautiously stopped at the top of the slope to survey the 
scene and was immediately entangled with two skiers from behind. 
Wo fell together down part of the slope which certainly helped me 
with my problem of how to tacklo it. Thereafter, I practically 
kicked steps down the rost, đesporatoly longing for an ice-axe 
and nailed boots. Safely down, I watched the endless stream of 
skiers and I can honestly say that I havo never seen such complete 
abandon as I saw +1 They would emergo at terrifying speeds 
from the trees, hit the icy slopes, and start slithering more or 
less helplessly down. They were certainly cxport skiers yet 
only one or two managed to keep upright on that stretch. The 
rest looked like good customers for the hut, 


Until this time I had been feeling slightly nervous but at 
this point I must have absorbed some of the "Gouldn'!t-care-less" 
attitude of the experts for I suddenly found myself supremely 
confident. Tho last two miles were sheer pleasure and 1 cannot 
recall having a more oxhilarating experienco e 


taxhilarating"” is tho right word to describe every moment 
of our holiday, Whethor it was the light, intoxicating air, 
the warm sunshine after the damp winter gloom of Hamburg, the 
incredible beauty of the snow=clad landscape or the fact that 
our soft muscles wore once again being put to use = whatever the 
roason = we felt wonderfully alive and fit, One thing is 
certain - given the choice between a summor end a Late winter 
holiday in the Tirol we would choose the Latter every time, 


F. GRANT. 


FOR SALE, Hickory skis, complete with Kandahar bindings, 
steel edges, and ski sticks, 


Offers about 26, 
Apply to Johnny McLennan. 


یت ee‏ وت مه وٹ ہف وت SO pu‏ سب ہے سے sas‏ ہو 


CAVING WEEK-END. 


In the summer of 1934 a small party of my friends arranged 
to spend a long weekend with a speleologist at his hut in the 
Mendip Hills, We left London on the Friday night in two cars, 
There was a Long and weary drive of about one hundred miles and, 
in my Morgan three-wheeler, I tired myself trying to keep. pace 
with the much faster car in which my friends travelled, Latterly 
I let them go on ahead and arrived at the hut to find they had 
already set out to descend a small pot hole, I was very glad of 
the opportunity to rost and cat while I awaited their return. 


In London we had outlined a scheme for turning night into 
day, arguing that as caves are dark in any caso, why not descend 
them by night and sunbathe by day? Howevor, in the Mendip 
atmosphere, these ideas seemed to evaporate and our speleological 
friend ignored them completely, so that we were very much under 
his control by the time wo woro ready to check equipment the next 


day. 


This equipment was voluminous and intriguing, consisting 
of several one hundred foot rope ladders, about five +8 
feet of rope, and a host of ingenious odds and onds such as 
waterproof matches and a gross of candlos, 


۱ We carried all this in throc sacks to a marshy place 0 
a stroam sank into the ground, At first it wesc ditiicuit to seo 
how we could gain access to any cave which might be beneath our 
feet, but our guide led us to a pilo of boulders and, as thoy 
scemed to bo procariously balanced, we crawled through tho gaps 
between them very carefully. When wo could stand up we found 
ourselves in a dimly-lit hall with a Low roof and a series of 
water-worn grooves crossing the floor, 


One of theso grooves led to a thin slit which communicatod 
with tho noxt cavern, but was so small that we had to crawl 
through on our stomachs, remombering to extend our arms before 
the elbows became hopelessly stuck, It was particularly 
uncomfortable because the groove sloped downwards and also dropped 
about three foot to the floor of the cavern ahead, It was now 
completely dark and the torches had to be lit, The equipment, 
which appeared useless in such a place, had to be dragged through 
the slit behind us, 


We procecded along another groove which scomed ۷ 0 
to shake us off, so much did it twist and turn, By the time we 
had followed it for a fow hundred yards we felt wo could follow it 
anywhere, particularly after it had kinked itself into a tight 
Little U-tube requiring negotiation, first on one hip and elbow 
then, after a struggle to turn round, on the other, We began to 
feel like five Littlo molecules of waste pouring down a pipe and 
expecting the big drop into a roan-pipo any minute. We got it. 
First we heard the noise of falling water, then we stood on the 
brink and our torches illuminated the splashing foam of the under- 
ground waterfall, 


Wo attached the ropo ladders and, with safety ropes tied 
on, climbed down one at a time, There was no question of avoiding 
the water because it extonded from side to side of the cave and 
even with the greatest spood a thorough soaking was the lot of 
each one of us, 


Tho / 


۳ 
DS 


Caving Weekend (cont.) t5 

The worst period was while waiting for the next person, By 
then the inaction made one shiver and feel very sorry for oneself, 
On the arrival of the next descendent, however, the temperature 
rose noticeably because of the knowledge that he, too, felt chilled 
to the marrow. ۱ 


Below the fall wo followed the cave for some distance and 
were treated to a view of some stalactites, but at last the way 
became too narrow and we were able to proceed no further, This 
was most disappointing, as all our exertions had brought us nowhere 
and we were now faced with the prospect of climbing up the water- 
fall and reversing all those awkward bends, Caving has been 
called "rock climbing reversed" but to earn the title it should 
culminate in a small window leading out into unexpected sunshine} 


Next day we tackled another "pothole" of a similar, but | 
deeper, nature, The fall in this one had water on one side only 
so we had a dry descent, A poculiearity of this Tall wag oc spelt 
about halfway down the 500 ft. drop into the abyss which marked 0 
end of the rope-lLadder descent and the start of a series of 
galleries leading to the bottom of the fall, I had oxtinguished 
my torch to save the batteries and I stood in darkness on that 
shelf, Those in front wore negotiating the gallerics out of 
sight and the others had yet to descend the rope-ladder, 

Alone ond without a light on that foot-wide shelf almost :#00 ft, 
above the bottom of the fall, I could think of no moro uninspiring 
situation, At last the next person came down to interrupt my 
reverie and we joined the others ahead, 


At the foot of the waterfall was a little pile of sand = 
just the spot for eating and relaxing. Someone had evidently 
dined there before - someone with cress sandwiches for the little 
cress seedlings were sprouting abundantly but, poor things, without 
a vestigo of light to colour them they were pale cream in shade 
and, in a mad endeavour to reach tho light 600 feet above, thoy 
were many times the hoight of normal cross, 


A littlo further on we came to a halt, In this cavern we 
were provented from gaining the light of day by a largo pool under 
the surfaco of which the roof of our cavo dipped, This pool 58 
its existence to a sorices of dams erected at Wookey Holo in 
connection with the manufacture of papor for bank notes, When 
the sluices are opened it is possible to proceed further but never, 
I belicve has it proved feasible to escape to the open air by this 
route. 


This was the ond of potholing for the party, and next day 
we returned home. During a rest on the way I had a good look at 
the jacket I had been wearing on the descents. It was covered with 
red slimco,a slime which oozed out of the very texture of the 
material, IT had previously removed this slime from my hair and 
my finger nails, but I realised that nothing would remove it from 
my jacket and, with mixed fcolings of relief and apprehension, 
I remembered that it belonged to my brother, 


A. SLACK. 





PROPERTIES OF NYLON ROPE 


Tensile Strength. 


The tensile strength of a nylon rope is almost twice 
that of a rope of the same size made from high grade manilla fibre 
or from Italian or other high grade soft hemp. The filaments are 
synthetic and can, therefore, be controlled and kept uniform: 
they aro continuous, running from one end of the rope to the other, 
This means that the cross-section contains the same number of 
filaments throughout the length of the rope. In these aspects 
a nylon rope is different from ropes made of vegetable or animal 
fibres which consist of many short filaments twisted together and 
thus lack uniformity. ۱ 


Tho ultimate tensile strength of nylon rope is 51 to de 
tons per square inch. For comparison, mild steel may be taken as 
being 28 to 32 tons per square inch. The relative specific 
gravities are 1,14 and 7,85 which gives nylon a high strength 
woight ratio, ۱ ۱ 


رت سا هی سس تا CLL‏ 0 سس سس واه سس ES‏ ی مه و و رم سر ات 


Size Minimum Breaking Approx, Wt. in lbs. 
CATE 105 4 Load, Lbs. per LOO it. 

a “1,260 ۱ 12 
n 1,600 Be 
1 2,000 3 

13 2,600 S 
l4 3,200 42 
iz 4,000 54 
l4 4,600 8 


Extensibility and Elasticity. 


ٰ Nylon rope possesses a high degree of extensibility under 
Loads This is stated as being up to 40 per cent above the 
original length before fracture, 


The elasticity of nylon rope is such as to allow it to 
recover to within 10 per cent of its original length after the 
application of a load 50 per cent of the ultimate tensile strength, 


Ropes made from manilla or hemp are almost completely 
سرت‎ in these characteristics, Stretch under load is mainly 
the ۱ 3 


Lis 


Properties of Nylon Rope. (cont, ) 


the result of the deformation of the component yarns and strands 
and the slippage or fracture of the filaments, This reduces the 
life and reliability, | 


Nylon rope, because of these characteristics, can be 
repeatedly stretched without fracture of the component filaments, 
The slight deformation which occurs is not considered serious, 


Resistance to Shock Loading, 


The factors of clasticity and extension give nylon rope 
a higher degree of resistance to suddenly applied loads than is 
possessed by manilla or hemp rope. | 

The extensibility and elasticity of nylon rope provides 
for the absorption of energy under sudden load and thus acts as 
a Spring. A nylon rope will remain intact when manilla or hemp 
rope would break, ۱ 


Resistance to Water. 


The gain in weight of nylon rope after immersion in water 
is less than that of manilla or hemp. Tests indicate that nylon 
rope increases in weight by not more than 22 per cent when 
saturated for 72 hours. 


This Low moisture affinity means that nylon rope does not 
swell or harden when wet, and remains pliable and easy to handle, 
Repeated wetting and drying has no material effect on the 
structure.» 


Chemical Reaction. 


Nylon rope is practically inert to organic acids, dilute 
alkalis, solvents such as petrol, benzene or halogenated hydro- 
carbons Like carbon tetrachloride, trichlorethylene, otc. The 
outstanding exceptions are formic and carbolic acids (phenol), 
mota=cresol, crosylic acid and 101 و‎ ۱ 


The same care, howover, should be taken in the storage of 
nylon as would be taken with other ropes, 


Resistance to Rot and Bactorial Action. 


It has been found that nylon is remarkably resistant to 
mould end other micro-organisms, showing little loss in strength 
after soil burial tests, 


Effect of Tomperatures. 


Nylon rope can be subjected to reasonable temperatures 
without deterioration, but termperatures in excess of 400°F cause 
b reduction in tensile strength. High temperature may be 
set 


Properties of Nylon Rope. (cont. ( 


sot up between the component strands of any rope under certain 
conditions - nylon is no exception to this. 


Test specimens of nylon rope have been frozen in blocks 
of ice for 24 hours and cooled in air et minus 50°F, These tests 
demonstrated that neither flexibility nor tensile strength were 
Lost at Low temporatures, Ice is easily flaked off, 


Abrasion. 


Surface abrasion of a rope is often produced by 
conditions of use and can greatly reduce the tensile strength, 


Internal abrasion between the strands in the centre of 
the rope may be produced by the action of the strands upon oach 
other, and by the penetration of sharp particles of sand or soil 
which shear the filaments. ۱ 


Research work on nylon indicates that it withstands these 
conditions better than manilla or hemp. Surface abrasion may 
produce a fluffy appearance = this has little effect on the 
properties of nylon rope. ۱ 


Nylon rope can be cleaned with soap and watere 


Knotting and Splicing. 


Extonsion under tension may lead to difficulty with knots 
and splices. However, if knots are carefully and securely made, 
and more tucks used than is the case with a normal splice, there 
should be no troublo, It is recommended that, in a short or 
butt splice, the minimum number of tucks should be five, 


Influence of Light. 


Nylon and manilla ropes deteriorate during prolonged 
exposure in bright sunlight. 


Flammability. 


Nylon will not support combustion but, if exposed to a 
naked flame, will melt and form a glue-Like substance, 


P. McGEOCH. 


(This article has been freely adapted from information supplied 
by British Ropes Ltd., Leith, manufacturers of nylon rope. 


19 


LOCHNAGAR NO MORE. 


Clova was the destination of the bus on September l2th and 
I went there without any preconceived notions of how to spend an 
autumn weekend, I had only been there once before and had no 
idea of the complex maze of tracks which traverse the Grampians, 
However, on the bus, a couple of club members told me of their 
plans for a walk to Lochnagar on Sunday and invited me to join them. 


At nine o'clock that night we arrived and debussed at the 
quarry in Glen Clova and walked up the road, -It was a fino clear 
night, stars twinkling in the crisp air. Our original intention 
was to camp at the foot of the Capel Mounth at Braedownie but we 
met an old shepherd who told us that during the shooting season 
no camping was allowed at the head of the Glen. So we made camp 
at the woods and shared a big fire with some others of the club, 
Aftor supper (which for my part consisted of some under-cooked 
sausages) we fell to discussing plans, and the full moon, which had 
by this timo pecred over the hill, germinated the fool notion of 
sotting off et midnight and arriving at Lochnagar for daybreak s 
as if it wore a party organised by the “Sunday Post"! This idea 
was fostered enthusiastically by thoso others who intended having 
an oasy wookend,. 


At 11,40 poms then, wo left tho warm circlo of firclight 
and set off along the road, As soon as wo hit the steady zigzag 
track up the Mounth, I realised that tho sausagos I had oaten at 
supper wero not uncooked = just plain raw} Swinging into step . 
bohind Jimmy and Bill, I 'burped' my way up, As I said, it was 
a Lovely night and it was really wonderful to bo rising steadily 
up into the moonlight, loaving the glen behind in silvery darkness. 
By one o'clock we had reached the top of the first rise and were 
on a Low marshy plateau, Hero, the well-worn path gave place to- 
a sodden track which meandered up streams, through boulders and 
occasionally disappoared into bog. At length, we passed the 
summit of Black Craig and began to drop down into Glon Muick, 
Unlike Melrose Abbey, the moonlight diminished the attractions of 
the dark loch which Queen Victoria liked so well, At 2450 Gay 
wo had almost reached Spittal, having covered nine milos, 


The cold became more intense snd the short break to eat 
chocolate was soon over, Off again over the bridge spanning the 
river and through tho trees, This was a truly vexatious place, 
the occasionel moonlit patches only enhancing the hard darknoss 
under the trees, After a half-hour of stumbling and straining, 
we regained the open hillside and could see Lochnagar far ohead, 


After a little discussion we stopped on the hill by the 
side of a little burn and got the primus going, and it was while 
drinking the refreshing tea that we first noticed the mist و‎ 
swirling end rising up from the valleys. Pushing on with as 
Little delay as possible, our tired logs seemed to be Swinging 
forward effortlessly in what was a true mountainecring pace. As 
we passed under the base of Meikle Pap, the mist finally overtook 
US و‎ The last bit of scrambling to the summit plateau = known 
for 


Lochnagar No More (cont,) 


for some humourless reason as Jacob's Ladder -~ must have rokos 9 
few hearts before now, and in mist at five o'clock on a cold 
morning it nearly broke mine. 


Poets may extol Lochnagar in flowing verse and braggart 
ballad, but to my jaundiced eyes, it seemed to be nothing so much 
as a dirty great heap of rubble, How anyone claims to enjoy rock- 
climbing on that shattered friable granite is quite byond me, 

We dic not overstay our welcome and, with map and compass, began 
the descent. Our aim was now to return to Orlova via Fafernie, 
Cairn Bannoch and Broad Cairn, a distance of twelve milos, 


Down off Lochnagar, out of the mist into ever strengthening 
sunlight, our legs carried us up hills, over stroams automatically 
with a slow, almost monotonous rhythm, From Fafernie the route 
followed a summit plateau, and from then on I —— only three 
items of note, 


First was tho amazing display of a herd of about a hundred 
deer. They were about three hundred yards away, stretchod in a 
Lone Lito; When about half the line had passed, suddenly they 
turned and the whole line began to converge on US; For a few 
disbelieving moments, wo wondered if they were actually going to 
charge us, when just as suddenly they stopped and began to erg Git 
in the opposite direction. 


The second object of note was the descent into the Glen from 
Broad Cairn, The change from the barren hill=tops to the 0 
track which affords occasional viows of the thundering waterfalls 
was the dramatic highlight of the trip, This part of: Glen CGLlova 
is really beautiful, and the little path under the trees, down 


beside the waterfall makes a picture ITLI noyer forget, 


The third and last noteworthy recollection of the return 
journey was the most beautiful breakfast of bacon and cggs which 
we devoured at twelve noon, And then = glorious bed, with the 
waves of tiredness surging and rolling: over and the oblivion 


overwhelming us, 


That was the weekend, We hadn't done too badly - twelve 
hours of hill-walking covering twenty-six miles and three TODS و‎ 


One thing though = I can now say I've been on Lochnagar, 
and nothing will ever induce me to climb it again, 


BE. McDOUGALL, 


A NEW CLIMB ON CRUACHAN el. 
On October 9th, Peter Slatford and I made what we believe to 

be a first ascent of a 250 ft. buttress on the north side of the 

main peak of 19۵۵ We propose to refer to it as the Bealach 

Buttress as it is situated just on the main peak side of the 

bealach between the Taynuilt Peak and the main peak, To reach it 

we ascended from Bridge of Awe to this bealach and descended 200 ft,, 

contouring across a wide boulder-filled gully and past some smooth 

concave slabs, We looked at a narrow gully with a sharp curving 

arete edge on its right, but decided to climb the most. prominent 

edge of: the buttress which formed the left side of this gully, 

We started up an easy introductory wall (round which, to the left, 

we could have walked) and commenced on the very steep edge, 


Peter muscled up 20 feet and belayed on a ledge which sloped 

Up TO he rahis I followed, finding the movements were mantel- 
shelves for the most part, with unusually good granite holds, I 
continued past Peter directly up, using big flakes resting on 
horizontal ledges, It was very steep and as I looked at the 
groove which began a few feet above, I had misgivings, Thore was 
a good deal of vegetation hore of a mossy type, easily removed and 
disclosing marvellous holds, Nevertheless, I retreated and instead 
made my way up the sloping shelf to the right of Peter over an 
enormous balanced flake requiring a straddling technique, At the 
end of the shelf, a convenient belay and a comfortable stance 
induced me to bring up Peter, who spent some time trying the next 
bět, which was an awkward mantelshelf, combined with a movement to 
و‎ left over increased exposure, He finally jammed somo loose 

cks in a crack and returned to the bolay After testing the 
rocks carefully, I managed to pull up on them without difficulty 
and found an excellent belay a little higher under a big over- 
hanging block, This block was at the top of the groove which I 
had previously thought difficult from below but from above it 
Looked easy. 


The next move was interesting, as the only hold was the 
belay. Luckily. this was to the right side of the overhang where 
a groove made possiblo an escape to the top of BHO DIET so I : . 
had to get both hands and both feet on the top of the spike belay 
end then balance carefully into & vertical position, The ideal 
handhold was, as usual, just out of reach, but with a squirm and a 
struggle it camo-to hand and then to heel, The rest of the crag, 
though continuing fairly steep, was easy, but it would have proved 
more sporting if we had been able to keep more to the left on the 
extreme edge of the buttress, 


On a previous occasion = October 19th, 1947, I had visited 
this locality with four other members of the Club (P, Slatford, 
W. Beattie, A, Hutchison and Jean Hamilton). That day the 
weather was very misty and we contentéd ourselves with an easy but 
pleasant scrambie up a very clean part of tho crag just to the west 
of the boulder-filled gully mentioned above, The rocks here are 
about ve feet high and, according to my diary, the route "was 
quite 


تست سک 


? 


quite interesting = a serios of cncrgotic wrigglcs up stoep cracks", 
On « futuro occesion I hop: to utilis. this "Long bidder" as. 
کیا ا ناس کا نایا دا وا مت پا سے کا‎ Eo POOR tho Pook ortho youre: clino; 


A. SLACK. 


wee یست‎ es جم‎ i ENO وم‎ CN وت‎ ON وت‎ ee مج وے‎ 


NEAR PRACTICE GROUNDS e 


This is by way of being a little reminder to the Glencoe 
addicts that the pioneers who made rock climbing a fairly popular 
sport amongthe youths of Glasgow, all had their training on rock 
outcrops within easy access of the City. Let me say a few words 
on these little-known and almost forgotten spots. ۱ 


One of the most popular rock-faces lies on the Whangie, 
and, on a rocent fisit, I was pleased to see one of today's expert. 
rock climbors practising on it, The rock is fairly good and, 
in addition to the short climbs ranging from casy to severe, thore 
ig most enjoyable scrambling to be had on its ridgese ۱ 


Another placo of note is the Campsics, A whole article 
could be written about them, but suffice to say that they have 
developed many good and careful climbers, A Campsic-trained 
mountaincer will always be recognised by his safe approach, 
testing and rospecting every hand=hold, even on good rocks سے‎ 


‘Craigminnin, though not so well known, was a place 06 
the. Club spent many a happy meot. during the war yoars when 
transport of our own was unobtainable, It lies beyond Loch- m 
winnoch, noar Misty Law, in the. fir woods past the old farm - 

"Wo never usod its" 


۱ Craigminnin is a curious rocky escarpment about 0 yards 

from the camp site, rising sharply from the bleak moorland, The 
rock is perfect and, though only about 50 feet high, is ideal for 
practising a variety of-technical moves, 


Then again there is the Louden Hills near Darvel where the 
climbs are really exceptionally good, The rock is sound and 
though there are the usual moderate routes, there are some severe 
in standard, provided with pitons į The climbs vary up to about 
80 feet in length and a small "Napes Needle" yields some highly 
interesting routes. — ۱ ۱ 


Space and time prevent mo from saying mbre about these good 
old places, but if anyone wants to visit them, 1 shall be pleased 
to give them fuller information, and to wish them as pleasant a 
momory of them as I have, 


J. HARVEY, 
aa 


22. A New Climb on Cruachen (cont,) 


ALPENVEREIN DOGGEREL | | سس‎ 


Maps and gear lay scattered round, 
For many weeks before 

We left this grey and misty isle, 
For Europe's sunny shore, 


Now E and I had planned this trip, 
With care each detail made, 

"It's always sunny at this time" 
A friend of ours had said, 


"Tust take your shorts, a shirt or two, 
Dark specs and cooling creams, 

Be sure to pack a sun suit 

You'll tan as in your dreams" 


In Skye and Arran = and Glencoe = 
The glorious sun beat down, 

Our aching feet were blistered 
By the streets of London town, 


The evening heat in Paris 

Would bo welcome here at noon, 

(If the Gulf Stream's course keeps changing, 
We may have it very soon). 


Tho third class seats wore wooden 

And hot and dark the night و‎ 

Thick soot and grime were in the air: = 
We were a sorry sight 


At last the white-tipped Alps appeared — 
Against the clear bluse sky, 

And as we watched, a wisp of cloud 
Serenely wafted by. 


The Zugspitze and the Sonnenspitze 
Enticed us to their feet, 
We spent a day in Ehrwald 
And revelled in the heat, 


But treacherously, that little cloud 
Had grown, and now 'twas clear, 

That something very like a storm 

Was dangerously near, 


It was not only “something like", 

iG was a storm, ell و ای ہے‎ 

The rain poured down, the thunder rolled, 
Bright flashes lit the night. 


The Locals said "Don't worry, 
Once more the sun will shine, 
Tomorrow when you start to climb 
The weather will be fino", 


Next day from Zugspitze's peak we gazed, 

And murmured each aloud = 

"Erom horo should be a wondrous view" 

But all we saw was cloud. „GORE o 


Alpenverein Doggerel (cont) 


A dry change and refreshing sleep 

An early rise next morn, 

Then all our prayers seemed answered, 
The air was clear and 0 


We left the village far below 
Shimmering in the haze, 

The cow bells clinked down in the glade 
Clear hill tops met our gaze, 


But soon the mist obscured the view 
The wind grew strong and chill, 
Before we reached Coburgoer Hut, 

New snow lay on the hill, 


The hut was very pleasant, 

An island in a sea 

Of swirling mist and roaring wind 
How would tho next day be? 


Four days we waited thus in hope 
Blue skies again would show, 

But colder still each hour became 
And faster fell the snow. 


Defeated then by weather, 

We had to leavo at last, 

Both time and food were running short 
And skics were still o'orcast. 


But please don't think our holiday 
Was spoiled becauso of this 

Tyrolean vales are lovely 

When the hills are wreathed in mist. 


With joy we will remember 

The fresh sweet-smelling air, 

Old light-walled homes in hamlets small, 
Quaint churches everywhere, ` 


Kind, friendly folk whose welcome 
Made sunshine of the rain, 

We'll come again another year, 
Till then - Aufwiedersehn 


EMMA 


WELC OME HOME, 


Willie Gordon has returned from his "working holiday" 


in Canada. He reports that, Im his opinion, if is. not the 
Promised Land" and that wo may expect to ا‎ at least, Tommy 
McGuinness back home very Soon, 


- CLUB NOTES = 25 
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The following Office-bearers were elected at the Annual 
General Meeting on lst February, 1950, 


PRES IDENT V ICH=PRES IDENT 
J, Harvey Miss Nan Parker 
secretary = G.A. Fraser, Treasurer ےت‎ Drysdale 


Journal Editors = E.5, McDougall and Miss M, Duncan. 


Auditors تس‎ J, Haining Trustees =- J, Harvey. 
Ge Huck, J, stevenson, 


Delegates to A.S.C.C, = P.L. McGeoch and G,A, Fraser, 
ae = Ré Brown, 

Transport Committee = E.S. McDougall (Convener), 
Messrs, W. Gordon, We Cameron, I. Martin. 
Misses N. Sinclair, M.W. Ferguson, 

Club Rooms Commit teo =F, Huggins (Convener) 
Messrs, We Russell, J. McLennan, J. Joyce. 
Miss- Mẹ Duncan, 


New Members, 


10 new members were elected during 1949 and to them we 
extend a very warm welcome, 7 


Name Elected, 
F, Penny 2/2/49 
Me Duncan 4/5/49 
W. Cameron 4/5/49 
J Joyce 3/8/49 
Pi Todd 6/9/49 
C, 6 2/11/49 
Re Porrester 2/11/49 
Ce Brannan 2/11/49 
J. Brown 2/11/49 


A, Scott 7/12/49 


= CLUB NOTES ~ 


For the nineteenth year in succession, Johnny Harvey has 
been elected Hon, President of the Club, That must be quite a 
record in mountaineering -circles! 


Nan Parker was unanimously elected Vice President in her 
absence. Nan is at present in hospital but we are glad to report 
she is doing well and we hope it won't be long till she's back 
with us again, Willie Russell reports that she is missed from 


the ranks of the Club Rooms Committco as she was one of the most 


willing and hard-working members, ۱ 


Prossure of work has compelled Alf Slack to resign from 
his position as Transport Convener and Eddie McDougall has taken 
Over, it is largely due to Alf's efforts during his years as 
Convenor of this Committee that the weekly bus run has become 
such & popular foaturo and we wish to record our thanks to him 
for the great deal of time ho has expended on our behalf, 


Prank Huggins has taken the place of Willie Russell as 
Convener of the Rooms Committee, but Willie is still remaining 
a momber of the Committee and we have no doubt he will continue 
to pour out his energies on our behalf, ۱ 


Club Rooms, 


The Convener reports that, over the past year, his 
greatest feeling has been one of frustration - especially as 
regards breakages and cleaning up. The breaking of cups, ho 
feels, should be attended to at once and either replacement made 
or the matter reported to the Committees, He also maintains that 
the general tasks should not fall only on the Committee, but that 
all members should take part, ۱ 


Our programme of lectures this ycar contains more members! 
names than ever before = a very good sign} The season began 
with a lecture by Jimmy Shanks on "Switzerland", followed by Sam 
Drysdalo's show of slides - both of which were enjoyed by a 
large audience of members and friends, Bill Carr's interesting 
and well~presented lecture on "Meteorology" struck a novel note 
and again there was a good attendance, In contrast to the 
large turn-out last season, thoro was a poor attendance at the 
Musical Evening whon classical records were presonted by 
Je Gilmour, but it is thought the programme may not have been such 
& popular one, 


Another evening, Nan Sherriff showed us some of hor 
excellent slides, The high standard we have come to expect of 
her was maintained, and her lecture was very much cnjoyed, 


For the future we are promised a film show by Sam 
Drysdale and illustrated lectures from Robbie Hutcheson and Alf 
Slack, Fullor details will be announced later, 


= CLUE” NOTES «= 21 
PRIO tion OF Prints. 


The show of members! prints was as successful as that 
last year, but more work seemed to devolve on the arranger = 
Frank Huggins - and the number of members contributing prints 
was smaller, So, next year, let all mombers dig out some old 
photographs = even if it's only that one of Auntio Phemie on a 
donkey at Dunoon} 


Library. 

At the A.G.M. Bob Brown informed us that he has now 
quite a number of mountaineering books and would be pleased to see 
the cupboard open more frequently. He complains that when he is 
present, no one wants any literature and when he is away, there is 
as big a queue as that at the foot of the Recess Route on a hot 
July afternoon, 


THE DANCE, 


Each year tho Annual Dance becomes, miraculously, more 
and more enjoyable, Never has Cranston!s Tea Room sparkled as 
it did on the night of November 2oth. Your Roving Reporter 
somewhat reluctantly admits that the greater part of the gaiety 
escaped him, but that reports show that members and friends had 
an exceptionally good evening - one which will be long 
remembered, Congratulations to Sam Drysdale for organising 
such a memorable and profitable evening, 


Ski Club Lectures, 


The Ski Club very kindly issued an invitation to members 
of our Club to be present at a.series of three lectures in 
Rowan's Smokeroom, and we were not slow to take advantage. 


At time of going to press, two meetings have been held 
and our thanks go to the Ski Club, for the very fine loctures 
given by one of their members, The films shown have also been 
of a very high standard, The Lomond- Club's interest in skiing 
was demonstrated by the large number of members in the audience, 


Another Welcome Home, 


This time to Harry and Flo Grant - back from Germany. 
We expect they'll miss their trips to Austria but hope that 
Scotland (and of course the Lomond Club) will be able to offer 
some compensation. ۱ 


STOP PRESS, 


Frank Huggins moves to the top of this season's casualty 


Points. 


league = with 6 points for two broken ribs. 


The placings ۳ 


Name. Played. Brokene Sprained . 
F, Huggins Be 82-۳۱08 1 
Re Dobbie ۱ مت‎ E 1 ankle 
Ne Wilde 2 = 4 a 
J, Joyce 2 = بات ات‎ 
Je Hamilton 8 -= L tendon 
N, Sinclair 2 L tooth ~ 
E. McDougall 5 ¬ l thumb 


= Last year's winner has been awarded + point 
for 1 black ۰ 


